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5.
Juan Munoz’s family has lived in New Mexico and Texas for so many years, they have forgotten what part of Mexico their ancestors originally came from.  He considers himself an American citizen with Mexican heritage. However, he feels that the dark brown tone of his skin suggests to others that he is something he is not.


“Most people think that all Mexicans are recent illegal immigrants, or that we all speak Spanish,” he says.  


“My family has been in America for a long time, and I speak very little Spanish.”


When it comes down to it, Munoz doesn’t care if people refer to him as Mexican or Hispanic, although he usually uses the term Mexican.  He feels that the media representation if his race is what has caused people to stereotype him.


“When we are shown by the media, either we are manual laborers being trodden on, illegals taking jobs, or inner-city disenfranchised people. We are also shown as mostly being liberal [politically speaking].”


Munoz says that in addition to the media’s poor representation, TV programs and movies portray Mexicans in a bad light.


“Look at the show ‘Friends’, “ he says.


“They live in New York City and they don’t know a single Puerto Rican or Mexican?  That could never happen in real life.”


When asked about the more personal side of discrimination, Munoz said he has had it pretty easy.  He recalls only one example of insensitivity because of his race.


“Well, once I was interested in this girl in high school, and one reason she didn't date me is that her dad didn't want her daughter to marry anything but white,” he says.


“My friends make jokes at me sometimes that are racial in nature.  But they are my friends, so it doesn’t offend me because it isn’t mean-spirited, and I can do the same back to them. So I don’t consider it insensitivity.  But if a stranger said something to me, I would be offended,” he adds.


Munoz also adds that he has never encountered racism or insensitivity towards him on the campus of Texas A&M University.


“I don’t really feel like it’s a problem,” the senior political science major said. 


“If it were one, though, I would think it would be because of the media and entertainment industry.  I don’t think Mexicans would be thought of the way they are if it weren’t for those two industries portraying us the way they do.”


Munoz gives some final words of advice:


“If I could say something to the media, I would ask the news programs to focus more on the positive step we've taken to get ahead. I would ask entertainment shows to portray some Hispanics as something other than barrio youths and servants.”

6.
I think that how each person defines race is something different and personal.  My family is all white, and we all see ourselves as white, and that is how we define our race.  Most of the people I know define their race as either the color of their skin, or where they are from.   I have some friends whose family originates from Mexico, so they call themselves Mexican.  I have a good friend from Puerto Rico who looks the same as my Mexican friends, but becomes very offended if someone refers to him as Mexican.  The same goes for Oriental people I know; if someone mistakenly refers to them as Chinese or Japanese when they are not, it is very offensive.  So it seems as though race is much more than the color of skin, consider a lot times people can have white skin but in reality can be any other race.  
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21.1 Obituaries

a. Samuel Morris Burnside, a Portland resident, died of heart failure Monday in the

Portland Care Center, his residence for the last 10 years.  He was 89.  


Born in Weber, Utah, on April 29, 1910, Mr. Burnside grew up on a farm near Grant, Idaho.  He attended the University of Idaho and the Albin State Normal School, and moved to Portland from Jerome, Idaho in 1942.  


 Mr. Burnside was past president and lieutenant governor of division 64 of Kiwanis Pacific Northwest District.  He retired many years ago but had worked as a real estate broker in the Southwest Portland area for many years following retirement.


He is survived by his two sons Harold g. of Salem and Dr. Robert M. of Springfield; 10 grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; and two great-great-grandchildren.  


Services for Mr. Burnside will be at 1 p.m. in the chapel of Young’s Funeral Home at 604 Broad St., in Tigard.  The burial will follow in Crescent Grove Cemetery, 320 Main St., in Portland.  


Remembrances may be contributed to Southwest Hills Kiwanis Club.

b. Services are scheduled Saturday for Sandra K. Sullivan, a lifelong Bryan resident.

She died of cancer, in her home, on November 13. She was 49.


Ms. Sullivan, a Bryan High School graduate, earned her bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University and a master’s degree in social work from New York University. 


She was an accomplished pianist and choir musical director for St. Paul’s Baptist Church.  


Ms. Sullivan was also the director of the private Foundation for Independent Living in Bryan, an organization that helps disabled people.  The director for the past 10 years, she worked there for 20 years.


Ms. Sullivan was the beloved daughter and was survived by Zoe Margolis.  Other survivors include her sons Christopher and Vernon of Bryan,  Archie of Lansing, MI.; and daughter Mattie Hills of San Francisco, CA.

Friends are welcome to attend Visitation Friday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and

Funeral Services Saturday at 10 a.m. in the St. Paul’s Baptist Church, 9030 Addison Place, Bryan.  There will be a private burial.


Remembrances may be made to the Sandra K. Sullivan musical scholarships at the church.

c. Brett Stephen Huff, resident of Bryan, died of an AIDS related illness Monday in

his mother’s home in Bryan.  He was 34.

A graduate of Bryan High School, Mr. Huff graduated from the University of

Missouri with a bachelor’s degree in art.  

Mr. Huff was diagnosed with AIDS in 1994 while working for the Tucker Design Group in Los Angeles.  In 1995 he moved back to Bryan and started his own firm, Huff Designs.  His graphics design firm designed many brochures for area firms.

Mr. Huff spent the past year speaking to students in many area high schools to educate them about the AIDS disease. 

“We wanted to alert people to ways of preventing AIDS, “ his mother, Martha Huff of Bryan said. 

“He tried to make people more sensitive to people who have the disease.”

In addition to his mother, he is survived by his father Edward; brothers John of Ames, Ia; James of Scarsdale, NY; and Joseph of Dallas, TX; grandmother Mary Margaret Huff; and aunt Linda May Love of Detroit, Mi.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. Thursday at Our Savior Church, 2020 Maysville Ave.  Burial will be in Greenlawn Cemetery, 30 Main St., in Bryan.

Contributions may be made to the AIDS research fund, Fernwood Hospital, 373 Paloma Street in Bryan.

